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Iranian Geotechnical Society (IGS)

A Brief Report of 2006 Activities

Principal office bearers

President: Dr. Ali Noorzad

Secretary: Mrs. Mahyar Nourbakhsh

National Membership: 490 members and 17 corporate members
ISSMGE members: 202 members

General

The Iranian Geotechnical Society was founded in 1971 and at present it comprises more than 490
members. One of the main objectives of the society is to promote the research and development
in the field of geotechnical engineering by organizing meetings, lectures, courses, producing and
publishing geotechnical reports. The Board has held 14 meetings in 2006. In addition, three
General Assembly meetings have been arranged during last year. Attendance has varied between
100-150 people in those meetings. From this base, the Board is working with industry experts to
develop a forum well-suited to advance geotechnical agenda. Actually, in recent years, there has
been a growth in IGS activities which was only achieved by intensive works and endeavors of the
members.

Updating home page

The IGS has recently updated a very comprehensive Web site (www.igs.ir) into two languages
(English & Farsi) and an active email newsgroup (info@igs.ir) which informs members of all the
activities and latest news concerning geotechnics around the world.

National activities

e Technical committees: The Iranian Geotechnical Society has seven active committees that
work with: Earthquake geotechnics, Environmental geotechnics, Laboratory investigations, Field
investigations, Soil improvement, Pricelist geotechnical investigation and Foundation engineering.
These technical committees are generated a wealth of information. The discussions at the
committee meetings on different subjects provide the competence and skills required in applying
methods and effectively filling the gaps in the field of geotechnical engineering.

o Newsletter: In order to enhance the latest information and knowledge, IGS has decided to
publish bi-monthly newsletter in Farsi. It has three objectives, namely:

-To map, support and strengthen the existing activities promoting access to and dissemination of
scientific and technical knowledge;

-To identify, encourage and support new initiatives that will increase local publication and general
access to high quality papers, information and development in the field of geotechnics;

-To promote in-country capacity building in information production and research activities.

Organization of special lectures

A number of technical lectures were organized on various topics on soil mechanics and foundation
engineering, which provided an invaluable opportunity to share experiences and information on
geotechnical issues of concern. The speeches gave the importance of discussing effective
methods and new findings pertinent to geotechnical problems.

Submission Abstracts to the 13" Asian Regional Conference (13ARC)

In recent years effective steps were taken and the set goal was achieved as evidenced by active
participation at the 16" international Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering
(16ICSMGE), Osaka, Japan. Thirty three (33) abstracts which were peer-reviewed by IGS have

R




been submitted and are to be presented at the 13" ARC Conference. Also twelve (12) abstracts
were sent to the First Sri Lankan International Conference (SLGSSR 2007). The society
encourages the authors with accepted papers to attend the conferences and present their papers.

Establishment of Young Geotechnical Engineers Branch

Today skilled and courageous engineers in Iran continue to enrich capabilities, to contribute to
economy and to prosper in an increasingly competitive world. Iranian young engineers are now
involved in the design and construction of many infrastructures. It is anticipated that by
establishment the young IGS branch, the activities are more pronounced within IGS.

Journal

The Journal of Geotechnical Engineering is going to be published this year with high quality
technical papers. It will be an excellent forum to present and demonstrate methods and
approaches that have proven to be successful. It would also assist and encourage researches and
experts to contribute effectively, providing an enhanced way to increase confidence and
knowledge. It is our goal to make the journal a preeminent and noteworthy source for further study
and research in the field of geotechnical engineering.

Future planned activities
e The 4™ International Conference is organized to be held in Tehran on "New developments
and lessons learned in Geotechnical Engineering” on November 7-9, 2008. The conference
brings together scientists and experts to share the state of the art of geotechnical engineering, to
present new research results and perspective of the future development in this field. It is
expected that all attendees will benefit from exchanging experiences, better understanding the
concepts and learning more about practices and case studies that we will be able to identify
another step forward. The conference Web site will soon be up and running.
e Several special lectures and workshops will be organized to keep up with latest development
and recent technical advances and to learn innovative solutions implemented at area of
geotechnical sites.
e Active participation in highly focused conferences to help identifying solutions to the
industry's most pressing issues.
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